5th March, 1804.

Read the firft and fecond time, and ordered to be committed to a come

mittee of the whole Houfe, on Thurfday next.

A BILL

Making provision for the disposal of the public lands in the Indiana Ter-
ritory, and for other purposes.

$3¢ {t enacted, by the Senate and House of Representatives

e

2 of the United States of America, in Congress assembled, That
3 the powers vested by law in the surveyor general, shalléxténd over
4 all the public lands of the United States to which the Indian title
'5 has been or shall hereafter be extinguished, north of the river
6 Ohio, and east of the river Mississippi ; and it shall be the duty of
7 the said surveyor general, to cause the said lands to be surveyed
8 into townships, six miles square, and divided in the same manner
9 and under the same regulations, and to do and perform all such

10 other acts in relation to the said lands, as is provided by law in re-
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lation to the lands of the United States, situate north west of the
river Chio and above the mouth 'of Kentucky river: Pi’O’Z)i(Zé’(!,
That the whole expense of surveying and marking the lines shall
not exceed four dollars for every mile that shall be actually ran,
surveyed and marked: And provided also, That such tracts of
land as are lawfully claimed by individuals within the said bound-
aries, and the title whereto has been or shall be recognized by the
Un’Ifed S;tatés;. shaH Ee Taid out and surveyed at the czpense ‘of
the par;i-es réépecﬁvely, in conformity with the true boundaries of
such tracts. And it shall also-be the duty of the said surveyor
general to cause to be run, surveyed and marked such of the
Indian boundary hflgs og t}e Qiaid lands as have not yet been sur-

veyed ; and with the approbation of the President of the United -

'+ Shies to ascertain by astronomlcal observations the positions of

such places north of the river Oth and east of the river Mississippi,

as.may.be’ deemed necessary for the correctness of the surveys,
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1and 10 -be the mest important points of the geography of the

¢
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BT 2. And-be it further enacted, That for the disposal of the
lands of the United States north of the river Ohio and east of the
river Mississippi, in, the Indiana territory-three land offices shall

~be established in the same, one at Detroit for the lands lying north

- of the state of Ohio to which the Indian title has been extinguish-

—ed; one at Vincennes for the lands to which the Indian title has

been extinguished, and which are included within the boundaries
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fized by the treaty lately held with the Indian tribes of the Wa-
bash; and one at Kaskaskia, for so much of the lands included
within the boundaries fixed by the treaty of the thirteenth of Au-
gust, one thousand eight hundred and three, with the Kaskaskia
tribe of Indians, as is not claimed by any other Indian tribe : and
for each of the said offices a register and a receiver of public mo-
ni¢s shall be appointed, who shall give security in the same man-
ner, and in the same sums, and whose compensation, and emolu-
ments, and duties, and authority, shall, in every respect, be the
same in relation to the lands which shall be disposed of at their
offices, as are or may be by law provided, in relation to the re-
gisters and the receivers-of public monies in the several offices
established for the disposal qf. the lands of the United States north
of the river Ohio, and z?bove the mouth of Kentucky river.

Sect. 8. And be it further enacted, That every person claiming
lands within any of the three tracts of land described in the pre-
ceding section, by virtue of any legal grant made by the French
government, prior to the treaty of Paris, of the tenth February, one

thousand seven hundred and sixty-three, or of any legal grant

" made by the British government, subsequent to the said treaty,

and prior to the treaty of peace between the United States and

Great Britain, of the third September, one thousand seven hun-
dred and eighty-three, or of any resolution, or act of congress,
subsequent to the said treaty of peace, shall, on or before the first

day of Januaty, one thousand eight hundred and five, deliver to
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the register of the land office, within whose district the land may
lie, a notice in writing, stating the nature and extent of his claims,
together with a plotof the tract or tracts claimed, and may also, on
or before that day, deliver to the said register, for the purpose of
being recorded every grant, order of survey, deed, conveyance, or
other written evidence of his claim ; and the same shall be recorded
by the said register, in books to hé kept for that purpose, on re-
ceiving from the parties at the rate of twelve and a half cents, for

every hundred words contained in such written evidence of their

“claim ; and if such person shall neglect to deliver such notice, in

4

writing, of his claim, or to cause o be recorded such wriiten evi-

~ dence of the ‘sanic,aﬁzﬁis right, so far as the same is derived from

any resolution or act of congress, shall become void, and forever

be barred...

Seer. 3. And be it further enacted,” That the register, and re-

7 ceiver of public morfies, of the three above mentioned land offices,

" shall, far the tands sespectively lying within their districts, be com-

missiviiers for the -purpese of examining the claims of persons
claiming lands by virtae of the preceding sections.  Each of the
said commissioners shall, previous to ¢ntering on the duties of his
appointment, respectively, take and subscribe the fallowing oath ot
affirmation, before some person qualified to administer the same,
«q, ‘ do solemnly swear, (or affirm) that
I will impartially exercise and diseharge the duties imposed upon

me, as commissioner for examining the claims to land, by an act
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of congress, entitled, “ An act making provision for the disposal
of the public lands in the Indiana territory, and for other pur-
poses.” ’

It fhall be the duty of the faid commiffioners to meet at the
places where the faid land offices are by this act eﬂ-abli{hed,
refpeftively, on or before the firft day of January one thoufand
eight hundred and five ; and each board thall, in their refpeélive .
diftricts, have power to hear in a fummary manner all matters

refpefling fuch claims; alfo to compel the attendance of wits

neffes, to adminifter oaths, and examine witnefles, and fuch other

teflimony as may be adduced, and to decide thereon according to
juftice and equity, which decifion fhall be laid before éongrefs in
the manner herein after directed, and be fubject to thelr decifion
thereon. : The: i'axﬂi boarc{s, rcfpe&wely, fhall have power to
appoint a clerk, whofe duty it fhall be to enter in a book to be
kept for that purpofe, full and corrett minutes of their proceed-
ings and decifions, together with the evidence on which fuch
decifions are made ; w11ich books and papers, on the diffolution
of the boards, fhall be depofited in the refpetive offices of the
regifters of the land offices ; and the faid clerk fhall prepare two
tranfcripts of all the decifions made by the faid commiffioners in
favor of the claimants to land, both of which fhall be figned by
the faid commiffioners, and one of which ﬂxall be tran{mitted to
the furveyor general, and the other to the fecretary of the treafu-

ry; and the lands the claims to which fhall have been thus
o B
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- affirmed by the commiffiioners, fhall not be otherwife difpofed of

until the decifion of congress thereupon fhall have been made.
It hall likewife be the duty of the faid commiffioners 1o make to
the fecretary of the treafury a full report of all the claims filed
with the regifler of the proper lahd office, as above direlted,
which they may have rejelted, together with the fubftance of the
evidence adduced ih fupport thereofy and fuch rémarks thereon
as they may think proper: which rcports; together with the
tranfcripts of the decifions of the commiffionérs in favor of claim-
ants, {hall be laid by the fecretary of the treafury before congrefs
at their next enfuing feflion. Each of the commiffioners and
elerks aforéfaid, fhall be allowed a compenfation of five hundred
dollars in full for his fervices as fuch ; and each of the faid .clerks
thall, previous to his entering on the duties of his office, take
and fubfcribe the following oath or afirmation, to wit : 1
do folemnly fwear (or affirm) that I will truly and
faithfully difeharge the duties of a clerk to the board of com-
miffioners for examining the claims to land, as enjomned by an
a&t of céngrefs, entitled ¢ An aft making provifion for the difpo-
fal of the public lards in the Indiana territory, and for other
purpofes.”
Sect. 5. And be it Jurther enacted, That all the lands afore-
faid, not excepted by virtue of the preceding feQtion, fhall, with
the exception of the feftion “number fixteen,” which fhall be

referved in each townthip for the fupport of fchools within the

-
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fame, with the exception alfo of an entire townfhip in each of the
three above defcribed tradts of country or diftri@s, to be located
by the {ecretary of the treafury, for the ufe of a femirary of learn-
ing, and with the exception alfo of the falt {prings and lands re-
ferved for the ufe of the fame as herein after dire&ed, be offered
for fale to the higheft bidder, under the direion of the furveyor
general or governor of the Indiana territory, of the regifter of the
land office, and of the receiver of public monies, at the places res-
petively, where the land offices are kept, and on fuch day or days
as fhall, by a public proclamation of the Prefident of the United
States, be defignated for that purpofe. Fhe .{ales fhall remain
open at each place for three weeks and no longer: the lands

thall not be fold for lefs than two dollars an acre, and fhall in

efpet, be fold in trafls of the fame fize and on the
fame terms and conditions, as w:as or may be by law provided for
the lands fold north of the river Ohio and abeve the mouth of
Kentucky river. All lands, other than thofe cxcepted as above-
mentioned, remaining unfold at the clofing of the public fales, may
be difpofed of at private fale, by the regifters of the refpelive
Jand offices in the fame manner, undet the fame regulations, for
the fame price, and on the {fame terms and conditions,‘as is or
may be provided by law for ihe fale of the lands of the United
States north of the river Ohio and above the mouth of Kentucky
river.. And patents fhall be obtained for all lands granted or

fold in the Indiana territoty, in the fame manner and on the fame
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terms as is or may be provided by law for lands fold in the ftate
of Ohio, and in the Miffiffippi territory.

Scct. 6. And be it further enacted, That all the navigable
rivers, creeks and waters, within the Indiana territéry, thail be
deemed to be and remain public highways ; and the feveral falt-
{prings in the faid territory, tegether with as many contiguous
feGions to each, as fhall be deemed neceflary by the Prefident
of the United States, fhall be referved for the future difpofal of
the United States: And any grant which may be made for a
tralt of land, containing a falt {pring which had been difcovered
previous to the purchafe of {fuch tra® from the United States,
simll be confidered as {raudulent and null.

Sect. 7. And be it further enacted, That the feveral provi-
fions made in favor of perfons who had contraéted for la-nds with
John Cleves Symmes and: his affociates, by an act entitled “ An
act to extend and continue in force the provifions of an act en-
titled ¢ An act giving a right of pre-emption to certain perfons,
who have contrafted with John Cleves Symmes or his affociates,
for lands lying between the Miami rivers in the territory north
weft of fhe Ohio, and for bther'purpofes,” fhall be and the {fame
are hereby continued in force until the firft day of June next;
Provided, That the regifter of the land office and receiver of
public monies at Cinc_iﬁnati fhall perform the fame duties, exer-

cife the fame powers, and enjoy the fame emoluments, which, by

the last recited act were enjoined on or vefted in the commiffion-
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ers defignated by the faid a&t: And provided also, That no cer.

tificate for a right of pre-emption fhall be granted, except in favor

of perfons who had, before the firft day of January, ene thou-

fand eight hundred, made contra@ls in writing with John Cleves

Symmes or with any of his affociates, and who had made to him

-or'them any payment or payments of money for the purchafe of

fuch lands; nor-unlefs at lcall one twenticth part of the pur-

chdfe ‘money -af- the land claimed, fhall have previou’ﬂy'been

fhall obtain a-certificate of pre-emption, thall be allowed until the

firft -day of January next, to complete the payment of his firft

inftalment.

'Sect. 8. And-be it firther endeted; That every- petfon who

" may have obtained or fhall hereafter obtain, from the commiffion-
“ers, a certificate of a rightof pre-emption for lands lying between
-~the two Miami rivers, on account of contraé¥s with or purchafe
" from Johin Cleves Symmes or his affociates, fhall, provided he
-+ hiag paid-o¥ $hall before the firft day of January next, 'paiy his
~ firft inftalment, be -permitteei to pay the refidue of the purchafe

“money in {ix annual equal payments.

" Sect. 9. And be it further énacted, That the {e€ions and frac-

. tional fe@ions of the lands of the United States northweft-of the

- river Ohio, and above the mouth of Kentucky river, (other

than the feflion ¢ number fixteen,” and than the refervations

for falt fprings) which had heretofore been referved for the fu-
| c |
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: :ture. difpofal of the United States, fhall after having been
‘offered for fale to the higheft bidder, in the manner herein after
direfed, be fold in the iame manner and upon the fame terms
as is or may be by law provided for the other public lands with-

_in the fame boundaries: And fraQtienal fettions of the public
‘lands of the United States, either north of the river Ohio, or
fouth of the ftate of Tenneflee, fhall, under the dirc&ions of the
fecretary of the treafury, be either fold fingly, or by uniting two

_or ‘more together, any act to the contrary notwithftanding: Pro-
‘wided, That no fra&tional fections fhall be fold in that manner
untik after they fhall have been offered for fale to the higheft

bidder in the manner herein after direéted.

- SzcT. 10. And be it further enacted, That all the public lands

- -of the United States, the fale ;>f ‘which is authorifed by law,
may, after they fhall have.been offered for fale to the higheft
‘bidder. jn quarter fe@ions, as herein after direfted, be purchaled
at the option of the purchafer, either in entire fe@ions, inhalf
fe@ions, .or in quarter {feftions; in which two laft cafes the fee-
tions fhall be divided into half fe(tions by lines running.due
north and fouth, and the half {e&ions fhall be divided into quar-
ter. {eQtions by lines running due eaft and weft. And in every
“inflance in which a {ubdivifion of the lands of the United States,
as furveyed in conformity with law, fhall be neceflary to afcer-
tain the boundaries or true contents of the tra@ purchafed, the

fame fhall be done at the expenfe of the purchafer.
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. Secrt. 11. And be it further enacted, That no interest shall be
charged on any instalment which was or may hereafter become

due, in payment of any of the public lands of the United States,

wherever situated, the sale of which is authorised by law, and

which have been sold in pursuance of the act, entitled “ An act
to amend the act, entitled ¢ An act providing for the sale of the lands
of the United States, in the territory north west of the Ohio, and
above the mouth of Kentucky river,” or which may hereafter
be sold by virtue of that, or of any other act of Congress: Provid-
ed, That such instalment has been or shall be paid on the day on
which the same had or shall become due; but the interest shall be
charged and demanded in conformity with the provisions heretofore
in foree, from the date of the purchase, on each instalment which
has not béen or shall not be paid on the day on which the same
became or shall become due; credit shall be given on account of
their subsequent instalments, to persons entitled to -the benefit
of this section, for the interest which has been charged to and paid
by them on any former instalment; and certificates receivable in
payment for lands, shall, under the direction of the secretary of the
treasury, be granted by the receivers of public monies, to persons
entitled to the benefit of this section, and who may have previously
completed their payments, for a sum equivalent to the interest

which has been charged to them, and from the payment of which

-they are exonerated by virtue of this section.
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Sect. 12. And be it further enacted, That the sections which had

‘been heretofore reserved, and are:by this act dirccted to be sold,

- also the fractional sections, classed as is by theninth 'section of this

act directed, and all .the-other .lands ‘of the ‘United States, north

of ‘the’ Qhio,-and above the mouth.of Kentucky river, shall be

‘offered for salein qudrter sections, to.the highestbidder, under the
~directions of the register of the land office, and of the receiver of

- public monies] at the ‘places respectively where the:land: offices are

kepty -that.is fo.say : :the lands insthe: districts of “Chilicothe and

;Marietta, on the' last Monday ' of . April : the 'lands in the district

of Zanesvilley on the third-Monday of Mdy; and-the'lands in the
districts of Cincinnatirand :Steubenville; on:the sécond Monday of

June. "'The sales shall-remain open:at-edch placemiodonger thaa

_three ‘weeks ; the landsswhich may be: thus soldy shallmot be sgld

s péracrey:and shall’in’ every other respect

for less:than two dolla

:be sold .oni the same:terms and conditions, as is>provided: for thé

sale of lands sold:at .private sale.::Andrall therother: public 1ands

- of the WUnited States, either morth of the Ohio or south of the state
of “Tennessee, which are directed:to be:sald dt pubticsale; shall be

-offered for sale to the highest bidder, in Guarter sections.:

‘public lands shall have:been surveyed-in the manner directed by

‘law, they shall be divided by the secretaryof-the treasury inte

convenient surveying districts, and a deputy surveyor shall, with

the approbation of the said secretary, be appointed for each dis-
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trict, who shall take an oath or affirmation truly and faithfully to
periorm the duties of hisoffice ; and whose duty it shall be to run
and mark such lines as may be necessary for subdividing the
lands surveyed as aforesaid, into sections, half sections, or quarter
sections, as the case may be, to ascertain the true contents of
such subdivisions; and to record on book, kept for that purpose,
the surveys thus made. 'The surveyor gereral shall furnish:each

deputy surveyor with a copy of the platof the townships, and frac-

_tional parts of townships contained in his district, describing the

-subdivisions thereof, and the marks of the corners. Each deputy

surveyor shall be entitled to receive from the purchaser of any

tract of land, of which a line or lines shall have been run and

‘marked by him, ‘at the rate of three.dollars for every. mile thus

surveyed-and marked, before he shall deliver to him a copy of

‘the plat “of such tract stating its contents. "The fees payable by

virtue of former laws for surveying expenses shall, after the first

~day of July next, "be no longer demandable from and paid by the
purchasers. And ﬁo final certificate shall Ihexfeaftexf be given by
-the register of any land office to the purchaserof any tract of
-land, all the lines of which shall not have been run and the con-

tents ascertained by the surveyor general or his assistants, .unless

such purchaser shall lodge with the said register a plat of such

tract, certified by the district surveyor.

SecT. 14. And be it further enacted, That from and after the

first day of April next, each of the registers and receivers of pub-
D



10

11
12

13

14.

15

16

17

18

(14 )
lic manies of the several land offices established by law, either
north of the river Qhio or south of the state of Tennessce, shall,
in addition to the commission heretofore allowed, receive one half
per cent. on all the monies paid for public lands sold in their re-
spective offices, and an annual salary of five hundred dollars, the
regisfer and receiver of the land office at Marietta excepted, the
annual salary of whom shall be only two hundred dollars. And
from and after the same day the fees payable by virtue of former

laws, to the registers of the several land offices, for the entry of

‘tands and for certificates of monies paid, shall no longer be de-

mandable from nor paid by the purchasers of public lands. And
it shall be the duty of the secretary of the treasury to cause, at

least once every year, the books of the officers of the land offices

‘to be examined, and the balance of public monies in the hands of

the- several receivers of public monies of the said offices to be as-

certained.

" Qger. 15. And be i further enacted, That from and after the
* first'day of April next, the fees heretofore payable for patents for
- Jands, shall no fenger be paid by the purchasers. Andit shallbe
* the duty of every register of a land office, en application of the

- party, to transmit, by mail,-te. the register of the treasuryy the

final certificate. granted by such vegister to the pnfcha;é.er of any
tract of land sold at his office: and it shall be the duty of the
register of the treasury, om receiving any such certificate, to .ob-

tain and transmit; by mail, to the register of the preper land office,
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the patent to which such purchaser is entitled: but, in every such
instance, the party shall previously pay to the proper deputy post

master, the postage accruing on the transmission of such certificate
and patent.

Sect. 16. And be it further enacted, That the President of the
United States shall have full power to appoint and commission
the several registers and receivers of public monies of the land
offices established by this act, in the recess of congress ; and their
commissions shall continue in force until the end of the session of
congress next ensuing such appointment.

Sect. 17. And be it further enacted, That the several superin-
tendents of the public sales directed by this act, shall receive six
dollars each, for.each day’s attendance on the said sales.

Sect. 18. And be it further enacted, That a sum, notexceeding

4wenty thousand dollars, be, and the same is hereby appropriated,

Afor the purpose of carrying this act into effect; which sum shall

be paid-out of any unappropriated monies in the treasury.



